Two papers in the second section are of outstanding fundamental interest; one by Jensen reporting for the first time in full his crucial experiments on the uptake of highly radioactive cestradiol by the uterus; the other by Vande Wiele and Lieberman on the origin of urinary dehydroepiandrosterone. The clinical sections include an interesting review of benign hyperplasia and carcinoma of the prostate by W W Scott, and a promising account of the treatment of metastasizing endometrial adenocarcinoma with progesterone.
A short review cannot do justice to the wealth of new material included in this volume and the high standard of the vast majority of the papers. Both the contributors and the editors are to be congratulated on an extremely valuable addition to our knowledge of this field. They and the publishers are also to be commended most warmly on producing a book of this size and quality within eleven months of the conference being held.
Ansthetic Accidents. The Complications of Generl and Regional Anesthesia by V Keating MB BCh DA FFA RCS 2nd ed pp vii +288 illustrated 28s London: Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books) Ltd 1961 Although this book provides much useful physiological and pharmacological information on the effects of anesthesia on the cardiovascular and respiratory systems, its most important contribution is a description of the many pitfalls into which the unwary anasthetist can so easily step. The emphasis is always on prevention. The majority of the tragedies of anmsthesia are due to human error, and the young anesthetist has the opportunity here of learning how these can be avoided.
It is difficult to make such an account complete and yet still retain a book of readable proportions. For this reason, presumably, there is no section on the complications of modem perfusion and hypothermic techniques, which are becoming the province of an increasingly large number of anesthetists.
rcip of General Nerophysiolegy Relaig to Ansthesia and Sugery by Barry D Wyke mB Ms pp ix+136 illustrated 21s London: Butterworth & Co (Publishers) Ltd 1960 This -little book is welcome. Originally one chapter in 'General Anmsthesia', it is now printed separately. In 136 pages it contains a carefully selected review of neurophysiology up to 1958. After a short introduction in neurohistology with recent results of electron microscopy of cell and axon membranes, the present theory of neuroconductivity and synaptic transmission is dis-cussed. A small chapter about the phamacology of the neurons points out how poor our knowledge of the action of aniesthetic drugs still is. However, the changes of electrical activity of the brain during anaesthesia and hypothermia are of considerable interest to everyone concerned with modem methods of surgery.
A long chapter is concerned with hamodynamics and overall brain metabolism. The importance of this part of physiology arises from the fact that about one-fifth of total body metabolism in adults take place in the central nervous system (in children the fraction is even higher).
A rich bibliography at the end of each chapter completes this very well-written book. August 1959 and has been meticulously prepared. There are some valuable papers here for those interested in the hypothalamus and in the thyroid gland. It is to be hoped that the Society for Endocrinology will continue to produce these monographs, if possible publishing them a little more swiftly after the time of the conference which they represent.
Progress in Endocinology Part
The Surgeon's Glove by Justine Randers-Pehrson MA pp xi +95 illustrated 36s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd 1960 This interesting historical account is as much a history of the controversy which raged between the upholders of antisepsis and asepsis as a treatise on the surgeon's glove. It is written in a pleasant and readable style and is extremely well documented. The book is worth having for its bibliography alone.
There is information about gloves being used two hundred years ago, which will surprise most surgeons. The authoress does not devote much attention to the big difference between the thick and thin r'ubber glove and the fact that many Continental clinics still have protagonists of the former even to-day. This monograph is a welcome addition to the medical historian's library.
